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From the President
Paul Kindel
Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy (MMLC) continues to develop.
Guiding the process is the 5-year strategic plan the Board
approved in 2017. A central feature of this plan is the hiring of a
staff. To do this requires funds. One of our Board members
took on the responsibility of applying for grant support last year.
Two matching grants, one for $20,000 from The Carls
Foundation (a 1:1 match) and one for $5,000 from an
anonymous donor (a 1:2 match), were obtained in 2018. By
early 2019 both grants were more than fully matched. Members
and friends of MMLC came through strong in matching these
grants and going beyond, and we thank you for your support.
A quarter-time Development Associate was appointed in Fall,
2018. Her main responsibility is to secure grant support and
donations. If time is available she will work to expand MMLC’s
membership. The larger our membership becomes the more
secure is our financial future. Currently MMLC’s financial
position is good and this is something we will work hard to
maintain going forward. I am pleased to report that our
membership climbed above 100 for the first time this year,
increasing 31% from a year ago to 102.
A particularly important feature of MMLC’s development is the
hiring of a staff person, which is in progress. This person would
learn the operations of the Conservancy and take over the
leadership of the daily operations of MMLC. Having a staff
person will allow the president, and other board members, to
work more on policy. It will also allow the Conservancy to be
more proactive in protecting land, including working with other
conservation organizations and engaging with the public. The
Conservancy would particularly like to do more in the area of
outreach to the public.
MMLC has acquired permanent space for its operations. We
now have an office in the Michigan Nature Association building
in Okemos, Michigan. Here we can work and will have be a
central location for all our records.

Two natural areas were acquired by MMLC in the last year. The
Conservancy now owns 7 properties outright. All are being held
as natural areas where Nature is allowed to function on her
terms.
MMLC continues to work on becoming a nationally accredited
land conservancy through Land Trust Alliance, the national
advocacy organization for land trusts (conservancies).
Accreditation will make us a better land conservancy. We plan
to submit our pre-accreditation and accreditation applications in
2020 and 2021, respectively. Successful completion of the
accreditation process will make us an accredited land
conservancy in 2021.
Two interesting articles by landowners with conservation
easements appear in this newsletter. They describe some
interesting events that occurred on their land and show some
beautiful pictures. You are also welcome to visit us on
Facebook. A brief note on Facebook is in this newsletter.
We are pleased to welcome three new members to the MMLC
Board of Directors. Lindsay Ross and Hailey TenHarmsel joined
the Board in Fall, 2018 and Douglas Pearsall joined in January
of this year. They all bring excellent knowledge of land
conservation as well as practical field experience to the Board.
Biographical articles about all three are in this newsletter.
Three board members stepped down from the board.
Particularly unfortunate was the death of a board member who
died unexpectedly earlier this year from illness. An article of
remembrance of Robert Zbiciak by his wife and son, Ellen and
Adam, is given in this newsletter.
The members of the MMLC Board of Directors thank all our
members and friends for your support. We are able to do the
land protection work that we do because of your strong support.
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The History of a Nature Preserve
Dale Dailey
It was glorious fall day in 1972 and my wife and I were driving
north of Lansing into the countryside. By chance, we turned
down a gravel road and happened upon an old yellow brick
farmhouse with a “For Sale” sign in front. We were instantly
attracted to it.
We contacted the realtor and arranged to see the house. We
learned that the property had been in the Doty family for 99
years—it would have been eligible to become a Centennial Farm
the following year. We purchased the house and 30 acres of
farmland and after making some basic improvements, we moved
in.
Soon after settling into the house, I began planting trees on the
front 10 acres of the property, often with the help of our young
children. The trees were all native to Michigan and included
pine, spruce, ash, oak, and black locust. The area was not
suitable for general farming and had been used primarily as
pastureland. A few ancient apple trees, the remnants of an
orchard, dotted the area north of the house. The back 20 acres
continued to be farmed by a neighbor.
I don’t recall how or even when trees and green spaces became
so important to me. I can relate to the following poem written by
Yuan Mei, a Chinese poet born in 1716:
Seventy, and still planting trees . . .
Don’t laugh at me, my friends.
Of course I know I’m going to die.
I also know I’m not dead yet. [1]
Introducing trees into an established grassland takes around 3-4
years from the time of planting to a point where they can fend for
themselves. But even after a tree is firmly established, the battle
isn’t over. Deer, rabbits, and insects all take their toll. Overall, I
would guess that only 1 in 20 of the trees I have planted has
reached maturity, but that has been enough. Many have
matured to the point that they produce seeds which are
propagating the next generation of trees. The following recent
photo shows the
wooded area around
our house.
In January 1986, I had
just returned to work
after lunch when a coworker rushed up and
shouted, "Get home

as fast as you can. Your house is on fire.” By the time I arrived,
the fire was basically out. After the reality and emotions of the
fire had settled, we debated whether to rebuild the house or to
move on to a new location. The house had been declared a
total loss by the insurance company. Eventually, we decided to
build a new house on our property, one that would better meet
our future needs. We enjoyed the land and the neighbors and
had established roots in the community.
In the summer of 2009, we learned that our long-time neighbors
to the west had sold their farm and the new owner planned to
develop a sand mining operation on the property. To my
astonishment, I learned that the state of Michigan considers
sand to be a “critical resource” and mining interests prevail over
most local regulations. With this new reality and after taking a
deep breath, I decided to try to work with the new owner. We
met and negotiated a plan for him to begin his sand mining
operation on the back 20 acres of our property.
By the end of the mining
season in 2010, we began to
think about the future of the
property. I approached the
operator with the idea of
building a berm along our
shared property line after
mining was completed on our
property. Mining on our
property was completed by
mid-year in 2011 and the
berm was completed and planted by early fall. This photo
shows the 6-acre pond which was created after the berm was
constructed.
Once the berm was completed it was exciting to observe the
plants that blew onto the property. Queen Anne’s lace and
goldenrod were the first plants to arrive in mass. Milkweed and
other explorers followed, including some unwanted invasive
plants. The most vigorous plants to arrive were hundreds of
cottonwood trees. The seeds arrive aboard white fluffs that float
through the air. When the seeds reached the ground, the
seedlings sprout and seem to jump out of the ground. With the
cottonwoods, my job has been to tame them and turn them into
respectable trees.
To supplement nature, I began planting seedlings of various
species around the back 20 acres. I have also planted literally
hundreds of acorns, walnuts, hickory nuts and a variety of
woodland seeds. At this point, many of the earliest trees are
now clearly established.

[1] Seaton, J. P., I Don’t Bow to Buddhas: Selected Poems of Yuan Mei, Copper
Canyon Press, 1997, pg. 92

Continued on Page 3
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The History of a Nature
Preserve, con't.
The Conservation Easement
Over the years, I have grown to love wild and native places. Our
vacations have taken us to state and national parks and
preserves throughout the United States and the world. At these
times, I am often enriched and moved with the sense of
something bigger than us. I have also learned that the natural
spaces didn’t just happen—there was usually a single person
with a vision and passion that caused the places to be
preserved.
During the Christmas season of 2014, we were shopping at a
seasonal sale of a local artist, Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen.
While in his studio, I noticed a certificate that indicated that he
had placed his property under a conservation easement held by
the Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy. I asked him about the
easement and was immediately intrigued. The terms of a
conservation easement basically state that the property must
remain in a natural state and can never be developed, even after
the property is sold.
Well into my 70s, I began to consider my own mortality—not in a
morbid way, but as something that was approaching and
inevitable. I also began to consider my legacy—what would I
leave behind? What could I do to make a lasting difference
other than wringing my hands? At that point, my desire to leave
a permanent legacy crystalized and eventually prompted us to
proceed with placing our little piece of paradise under the
protection of a permanent conservation easement.
Since the conservation easement was established in 2016, we
have continued to develop the property. Trails have been built
to connect the total property. It is an unusual day when we do
not take a walk around the property. Along the way, something
as simple as Queen Ann’s lace will reward us if we stop to
admire the geometry and beauty of its flower.

In early 2017, my wife encouraged me to have a very large
stone on the property engraved to commemorate our Nature
Preserve. The stone is as close to a grave marker as I need—
possibly some of my ashes can be spread nearby. Hopefully,
the property will remain accessible to our family. I like to
imagine that in some future life, I will hear one of our greatgreat-great-grandchildren when he or she exclaims, “Wow, this
place is amazing! How did it happen?”

Welcome to MMLC's three
new board members
Lindsay Ross
I received a bachelor’s degree in Recreation, Parks, and Leisure
Service Administration with a focus in Outdoor Recreation from
Central Michigan University and I am currently employed as a
recreation grant coordinator with the DNR. Some of my other
professional experience includes coordinating park improvement
and development projects, invasive species control, and natural
resource restoration. In addition to membership on the MMLC
board, I regularly volunteer for the Michigan Audubon Society
and occasionally volunteer for the Friends of Lansing Regional
Trails. My personal mission is to protect and preserve the
environment for this and future generations through
volunteerism, outdoor recreation, and natural resource
education. As a child, I valued my connection to nature through
camping, canoeing, and exploring undeveloped areas. When
deciding my career path, these experiences came to mind and I
chose a field where I could provide similar experiences to
others.

Our planting efforts have been rewarded
with the arrival of a diverse collection of
mammals, birds, reptiles, and insects. In
the spring and summer, we have enjoyed
the ducks and geese that have chosen
the pond to raise their families. Last
summer we had families of Canada
geese, mallards, and merganser ducks.
The conservation easement also qualified our property to be
enrolled in the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP). The goals of the program are to provide
wildlife habitat and to generally improve the environment.

Continued on Page 4
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Welcome to MMLC's three new board members, con't.
Lindsay Ross, con't
I believe that outdoor recreation experiences encourage people
to learn about and protect natural resources. Connections to the
outdoors can also improve mental and physical health of
individuals in that community. Conserved land is our gift for
future generations to find their favorite recreational activity, to
learn about the natural environment, or to be healthy.
I joined the Mid-Michigan Land
Conservancy board to fill a
leadership role as part of the
conservation movement on a
regional scale. I enjoy giving my
time to conservation efforts in
mid-Michigan, and I also gain
valuable experiences from doing
so. While I am on the board, I
would like to see MMLC retain
and expand its membership, expand volunteer opportunities,
and actively engage the public on its properties.

Doug Pearsall
Doug and his wife Nancy live in
East Lansing and have been
Michigan residents for 30 years.
They enjoy walking, biking, and
hiking, especially on Great Lakes
shores and other beautiful natural
areas. Having grown up in rural
upstate New York and spending
most of his time outdoors, he has
a strong connection to nature and
is excited about joining the MMLC

of the Conservation Coaches Network, an international
organization applying, promoting and advancing the Open
Standards for Conservation.
Doug received his Ph.D. in Natural Resources in 1995 from the
University of Michigan School of Natural Resources and
Environment, Ann Arbor. For his dissertation he described,
classified and mapped ecosystem types for the 10,000‐acre
University of Michigan Biological Station.

Hailey TenHarmsel
Hailey is one of the newest members of the Mid-Michigan Land
Conservancy Board of Directors. She graduated from Michigan
State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Fisheries
and Wildlife Management. She spent multiple summers as an
undergraduate conducting fieldwork along the banks of the Au
Sable and Manistee Rivers in northern Michigan. These
opportunities fostered an appreciation for the clarity nature can
bring to those who spend time in it. Drifting a canoe around a
riverbend to see a muskrat scurry over a fallen tree and
kayaking among groups of blue herons feeding in a marsh are
some of the treasured memories Hailey holds from her time
spent in Michigan’s great outdoors.
Hailey earned her master’s degree
in Fisheries Management from the
University of Georgia. Her thesis
focused on the varying
preferences of trout anglers and
barriers they may face when
attempting to go trout fishing. Her
thesis work helped her realize
many fishermen and women enjoy
fishing simply for the opportunity

board. He is looking forward to getting to know the MMLC
preserves and easements, helping to monitor the biodiversity
they protect, and especially excited to assist the MMLC in
updating its Strategic Conservation Plan to address climate
resilience and achieving accreditation.

to be outside enjoying nature alone or with friends and family.
Hailey sees the land conservation work that MMLC does, in part,
as an opportunity to preserve land for others to enjoy.

Doug is a Senior Conservation Scientist for The Nature
Conservancy (TNC), leading many conservation planning efforts
for the Great Lakes and in Michigan. He manages the Coastal
Wetland issue for the Blue Accounting initiative – working
closely with the Great Lakes Coastal Assembly and the Great
Lakes Commission. He leads the Science Team for TNC in
Michigan and leads a collaborative research project evaluating
the cost effectiveness of using biomass from invasive plants as
a crop soil amendment. He is co-lead of the Midwest franchise
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Hailey currently works as a research assistant at Michigan State
University. In the coming years, she would like to see MMLC
continue to acquire land to preserve and improve efforts to
connect groups of people and individuals to MMLC’s properties.
She encourages individuals to visit MMLC properties to take in
the sounds, sights, and smells undeveloped land has to offer.
Take pictures, bring a friend, walk slowly, listen for the birds,
look for bees and insects, and visit again to watch as the plants
change throughout the seasons!
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taking us along and was proud to show and explain areas of
importance to us. He would be so humbled to know that an area
he loved is being dedicated in his name. He was a
compassionate man who just followed his heart. Thank you to all
who so generously donated to MMLC on Rob’s behalf. Adam
and I are grateful to know that so many people loved him as we
do and always will.

A Journey Remembered
As some people journey through life, they leave footprints
wherever they go; footprints of kindness and concern, courage
and compassion, commitment and determination. Rob Zbiciak
was one of these people.
Rob’s love of the natural resources we have available to enjoy
was that of unending appreciation. At an early age, Rob had an
outdoor mentor who was a Native American. She taught him to
treasure the wildlife and their habitat. Rob’s first experiences in
the great outdoors were with her guidance. You see, Rob lost
his father at the age of 7 to the same disease that ultimately took
his own life…CANCER!

Even though he is gone, we will always see the footprints he left
and the trail bright with hope that invites us to follow.
He will never be forgotten.
Ellen and Adam Zbiciak
Contributions Given in Memory and Honor of Robert Zbiciak
by:

As Rob grew older, he focused his interests on the beauty of our
natural surroundings. He attended Michigan State University to
earn his degree as a Wildlife Biologist. After graduating, he
started his career with the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources. During his 35 years with the State of Michigan, Rob
was involved in many controversial matters concerning the
natural resources of our beautiful state. He stood steadfast to his
commitment of protecting them. Even though his determination
to protect our resources caused many road blocks in his career
advancement, he never waivered in his decisions. Those that
worked with him admired him for such commitment. Many agree
that the song, “I Did It My Way”, sums up Rob’s outlook on his
career and life in general. Rob, a man with integrity, did do it his
way; because he believed it was the right way. He was a mentor
to many!

Ellen and Adam Zbiciak
Mark and Nancy Zbiciak
James Hazelman
Amy Lounds
Susan Conradson
John Kolar
Christina Bauer
Elizabeth and Robert W. Noe
Paul and Judy Kindel
Steven Buzby
James and Christin Hudgins
John and Cheri Martin
David and Jean Pingel
Leon and Marilyn Thelen
S. Colleen O’Keefe Safir
Michael Rhodes

Thomas and Deann Townsend
Stephen and Christine Murray
Kevin and Carri Eisenbeis
H. Monica and Robert Taylor
Connie and Mitchell Olejniczak
Gail and Ronald Moros
Eckhart Dersch
Thomas Jackson
Jim and Joan Moore
Don and Julie Kebler
Art and Sue Eisenbeis
Marylou Eisenbeis
Ed and Deb Hallenbeck
Tony and Laura Luna
Gib King
Anonymous

Supporting MMLC into the
Future
Paul Kindel
Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy (MMLC) is able to do its work
of protecting our natural heritage because of the financial
support of its members and other supporters. Being a private,
non-profit organization, we depend mainly on private
philanthropy in order to operate. Private philanthropy is
absolutely essential for us to do our work. This support is even
more important now that MMLC is acquiring staff. Up until last
year MMLC operated only with volunteers. Our work load has
now increased to the point where not all work that should be
done is being done. This is the reason for hiring staff. For
example, we would like to offer outreach programs to the public
on our natural areas but are not able to do so.

Rob’s son, Adam, understood his father’s concerns. The two of
them had enjoyed numerous adventures in the great outdoors.
Rob shared all he could with his son. He taught him to hunt, fish,
track, explore, and most of all, he taught him respect for the
habitat of all creatures. Rob passed on his passion to Adam in
the hope that Adam would take care of our land as he did. We
are blessed with wonderful memories of those adventures that
we will cherish for a lifetime.
Rob was active in several organizations. Having served on the
board for several years, the Mid Michigan Land Conservancy
was one of his favorites! Both Adam and I were known to join
him on a day of inspection for an MMLC property. He enjoyed

Continued on Page 6

5

midmilandcons.org

2019

Supporting MMLC into the
Future, con't.

Vol. 7

The tower stands on top of
a small hill, big enough for
me and my camera. Plus a
roof that keeps us
protected from rain and
snow while I draw or
photograph.

Following are ways you can provide financial support to MMLC:
1. Donate by check.
2. Donate appreciated assets directly to MMLC without
converting them to cash.

The most exciting season
is late winter/early spring
when all the birds return…

3. Donate funds to MMLC directly from your individual retirement
account (IRA).

from the Sandhill Cranes to the hummingbirds.

4. Designate MMLC in your will or trust as the recipient of a
bequest.

For many years a pair of
Canada Geese has nested
in the exact same spot,
atop a small island on one
of the ponds. Each year
several pair of Greenbacked Herons and

5. Many employers will give a matching gift when you donate to
charitable organization like MMLC.
Note: The above information is general information and is not
tax advice. See your tax advisor for tax advice.
Donations can be sent by check to Mid-Michigan Land
Conservancy, Post Office Box 154, Okemos, MI 48805-0154.
Make checks payable to: Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy.
Donations can also be made through PayPal.
To make a donation through PayPal go to our website,
www.midmilandcons.org.

numerous species of songbirds nest and feed at these wetlands.
With so many nesting songbirds, Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned
Hawks swoop and dine and
with the hawks come the
harassing crows. Never a
dull moment.

Feel free to contact MMLC (Paul Kindel) by telephone at 517332-3091 or by e-mail at kindel@msu.edu to discuss any of the
iitems listed above.

Ten bluebird and five wood
duck boxes are within view
of the tower. Among the
ducks, the Wood Duck is the
most abundant on our ponds in
the spring. The Hooded

Hazel Ridge Farm: View
from the Tower
Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen
Forty years ago we bought Hazel Ridge Farm and set out to
create a diverse habitat to attract many of Michigan’s fauna
and flora. What once was corn, soy and hay fields are now
natural prairies, wetlands and woodlots. I recorded this

Merganser also nests in the
wood duck boxes, then in winter,
the Screech Owl takes up
residence. The Eastern
Bluebirds share the boxes with

restoration process with journal and
camera, spending uncounted hours
chasing wildlife with a “hit and miss”
success rate.

the Tree Swallows. There are so many opportunities to observe
close up what a beautiful bird the Tree Swallow is. Graceful in
flight and color, I have come to treasure this little unappreciated
gem.

In 2011, I built a 15-foot
observation tower situated between
3 ponds. Now, instead of chasing
wildlife, I let them come to me. This

During the busy springtime, I try to be in the tower by 5:30 a.m.,

has proven successful, relaxing and often times surprising
at what shows up.

Continued on Page 7
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feeders and I sit on the deck with
my camera hoping to get
something worth keeping. Just
keep the feeders full and the birds
will come. Enjoy.

Hazel Ridge Farm: view
from the tower, con't.
well before sunrise, so as
not to spook the waking
animals. I am usually
home by 9:30 a.m. chilled
to the bone but hopefully
with some good images. I
think most creatures know
that I am there but do not

Memorials
Contributions given in memory of Walter Appel by:
Diane Appel
Paul and Judith Kindel
Contribution given in memory of Andrew C. LaFaive by:
Maria Lapinski-LaFaive and Quinn and AJ LaFaive

feel frightened by my presence, especially since I am a daily
visitor. The deer are very
aware of me and my camera
especially since they look
directly at me as they walk
their fawns right under the
tower. I have had a Belted
Kingfisher perch 10 feet from

Contribution given in memory of Steven Patrick Dodd by:
Anne-Marie Rachman
Contribution given in memory of my husband, William T. Martin
III, by: Mary Ann Martin

Thank you contributors
Thank you to all our members and other supporters for your
support of MMLC. The Conservancy needs your support to
thrive and grow and protect the important natural lands and
farmlands of mid-Michigan. Your support is essential.

me which doesn't always guarantee a picture. He might only be
there for a second and then he’s
gone. When I do capture him on
film, it is very special.

Thank you to all persons that donated funds to match the
$20,000 and $5,000 match grants that we were awarded in
2018. Both grants were fully matched.

I keep records of all sightings and
according to those records, we’ve
had over 90 bird species visit us,
including the Bald Eagle and Osprey. That might not have been
possible without my tower. The same is true for the mammals. I
have seen mink and red fox
more often from the tower,
than I have seen on my
walks in the fields. I treasure
those moments. We have
protected our Hazel Ridge
Farm by placing it under a
conservation easement with

MMLC is on Facebook

MMLC to make sure future generations may enjoy this.

Renewing your MMLC
Membership for 2020

Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy has joined social media!
You can now find our Facebook page by searching for MidMichigan Land Conservancy on Facebook. MMLC does many
things to preserve natural places and benefit our community and
we want to share that with you! Be sure to follow us to stay upto-date on everything we are doing, learn about the properties
we manage, and get great insights about other news and events
taking place near you. (www.facebook.com/midmilandcons)

Sometimes people say to me, "I wish I could see birds up close."
Well, you can. All you have to do is during the winter hang a
birdfeeder close to a window, relax in your favorite chair and in

In November of each year MMLC sends a letter to all members
asking them to renew their membership. We will do so again
this year. However, if you wish, you can renew your
membership now. To do so, use the self-addressed letter
enclosed in this newsletter. If we receive your renewal by
November 1st, we will not send you a renewal letter in
November. However, regardless of when and how you renew
your membership, you will, of course, receive our 2019 Annual
Report and all other communications we send in 2020
concerning MMLC activities.

no time you will have many birds
visiting. I feed the birds from
December until April. For 4 months I
will get endless opportunities to draw
and photograph them. I cannot think
of a better thing to do on a cold nasty
winter day.
In the summer we hang hummingbird
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Board of Directors
Paul Kindel, President

PO Box 154, Okemos, MI 48805-0154

Ken Rosenman, Vice President
Lindsay Ross, Secretary
Stephen Buzby
Eckhart Dersch

Get Involved!

Michael Rhodes
Doug Pearsall
Hailey TenHarmsel

Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy,
a nonprofit Michigan corporation
For more information, contact us:
E-MAIL: kindel@msu.edu
PHONE: (517) 332-3091
WRITE: MMLC
P.O. Box 154
Okemos, MI 48805-0154
WEBSITE: midmilandcons.org

We welcome your involvement and support! Join us in
our efforts to protect Michigan's natural areas, wildlife
habitat, scenic lands, farmlands, and recreational lands
so rural landscapes are protected.
Become a member. Volunteer.
Consider protecting your land with MMLC.
Contact us to learn about opportunities to get involved
and about different options for protecting your land.
You may also donate online by using the secure PayPal
TM
system on our website.
Additional information is on our website,
www.midmilandcons.org.
You can contact us by e-mail at kindel@msu.edu or by
telephone at (517) 332-3091.

(c) Copyright 2019 Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy
The paper is certified by FSC, SFI, and PEFC,
all sustainable forest management groups.
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