Mid-Michigan 			
			Land Conservancy
midmilandcons.org					

H

Conserving mid-Michigan’s
natural, scenic, recreational
and agricultural lands

2014 					

Vol. 3

From the President

How did you become interested in the
natural world? Nick van Frankenhuyzen,
well-known painter, illustrator of books, and
a mid-Michigan landowner who has placed
a conservation easement on his property,
tells how his passion for nature developed
in his article in this newsletter (page 2).

in June of 2013. This outstanding 130-acre
property near Mason, with its attractive mix
of habitats and terrain, continues to impress
us. Jim Hewitt, in his article in this newsletter
(page 6), describes the bird life he observed
on the property when he made a two-day,
systematic survey of the birds present.

Investigations into the biological richness
of our Bunker Natural Area have been
undertaken since we acquired the property

The Board of Directors, and I
particularly, thank you for your support.
-Paul Kindel, President, MMLC

A rare daytime glimpse of a Barred Owl. Just one of the many forms of wildlife
sharing the Hazel Ridge property with the van Frankenhuyzen family.
Photo by Gijsbert (Nick) van Frankenhuyzen

1

MMLC_October_20_2014.indd 1

10/20/2014 12:41:55 PM
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In February of 1976 Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen arrived in Lansing,
Michigan to start a new job as assistant Art Director for the Michigan
Natural Resources Magazine - a kid who barely spoke English.

I grew up in the Netherlands,

one of 8 kids in a nature-loving family.
Spending hours in nature was my father’s
idea of fun and education for my brothers
and sisters and me. At seventeen I was
accepted into art school to study Graphic
Design. Five years later at age twenty-two
I graduated and got a job at an advertising
agency. It was not what I thought it would
be and I knew from the beginning that
I did not want to do that for the rest of
my life. I happened to be vacationing in
Michigan in 1974 when I saw a copy of the
Michigan Natural Resources Magazine.
I knew immediately that this would be
my dream job - to be the art director
for this magazine. Everything I learned
in Graphic Design was here in this one
publication. An added bonus was that it
was filled, cover to cover, with subjects in
which I was interested. This was a beautiful
nature magazine that would encompass
my wildlife painting and photography as
well as story illustrations. No more just
cleaning up bad designs made by CEO’s of
big companies. No more ads for things I
did not believe in. Here was my chance to
design and layout an entire publication.

The only problem was they were not

interested in me; they already had an Art

Director. But that did not stop me. I
returned home and back to my advertising
job, but I stayed in contact by sending
them weekly samples of my design work,
my paintings, and my illustrations. This
continued for almost a year. One day I
received a postcard from the editor which
read, “Next time you’re in the US stop by
and we’ll talk.”
I quit my job, bought a plane ticket to the USA and
met with the editor and art directror......That same
day I was offered the job of assistant art director...
I quit my job, bought a plane ticket to
the USA and met with the editor and art
director of the magazine. That same day I
was offered the job of assistant art director
and without a second thought, I accepted.
I returned to the Netherlands and after
6 months of frustrating paperwork, phone
calls, letter-writing and a lot of waiting, I
finally got my immigration papers. I left
the Netherlands for a new life and a new
job. I was 24 years old.
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article and images by Gijsbert (Nick) van Frankenhuyzen

For the van Frankenhuyzen family, Hazel Ridge has been a farm, a wildlife sanctuary, a place to raise a family, and always a source of inspiration.
Painting by Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen.

Part of my new job was to paint
Michigan wildlife. I quickly learned that
Dutch wildlife was totally different from
Michigan wildlife. As luck would have it
I met Robbyn, who worked as an animal
technician at the Haslett Animal Hospital.
We had many things in common. She
supplied me with many wild animal babies,
who became the models for my wildlife
paintings. It did not take long before we
fell in love and Robbyn moved in with the
animals and me. Together we started caring

for sick, abandoned or injured wildlife and
then releasing them back to the wild when
they were ready.
I also found a lot of models in the zoos
around Michigan. I started visiting the
Detroit Zoo, John Ball and Potter Park.
But using live zoo animals as models did
not always mean my paintings would be
correct.
continued on page 4
Before long we were spending most of our time
in our blinds observing, photographing and
sketching wildlife.
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continued from page 3

In 1998, I illustrated the Legend of Sleeping
Bear and became the illustrator that I always
wanted to be since I was 11years old.

A future article about Great Horned
Owls had me visiting Potter Park with my
sketchbook. I knew from previous visits
there was a handsome Great Horned Owl
in their collection, and I spent long hours
watching and sketching him. Back at
home, I turned my sketches into a painting
for the magazine.
Not long after the magazine came out
I got a call from Dr. James Sikarskie, the
wildlife veterinarian at MSU. He rather
abruptly told me that I had painted his bird
from Potter Park. I asked how he knew it
was his bird. “I amputated his right wing,”
he said, “and you painted the hole. Didn’t
you know a wing was missing?” He jokingly
asked if I would like to see a bird with two
wings?

Dr. Sikarskie taught us how to handle
and feed birds of prey and how to get the
needed permits. We became a release site
for rehabilitated hawks and owls and I had
more painting models, all with two wings.
By 1980 our little rented house in
Laingsburg was becoming too crowded.
That’s when we found and bought Hazel
Ridge, a 10-acre farm in Bath. We were
married on the farm a year later. In 1983
our first daughter, Heather, was born and
we dug our first pond. We stocked it with
fish, and planted trees to benefit wildlife.
Wood duck and bluebird nest boxes were
put up and trails were made. Before long

He was right of course. I had not
noticed the missing wing. It was clear
now why the bird never moved during the
hours I spent with him. He could not fly.
And yes, I would like to see a bird with two
wings.
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we were spending most of our time in
our blinds observing, photographing and
sketching wildlife. We created a safe haven
to release the wildlife we rehabilitated.
Our 10 acres of farmland was changing to
10 acres of wildlife habitat with water, food
and shelter. Our second daughter, Kelly,
was born in 1985 and 17 more acres of
unused farmland were added. More space
for the rehabilitated wildlife and our own
two girls.
...a botonist discovered prairie plants growing
from long lost seeds still in the soil. It grows
bigger every year.
In 1993 the magazine became privately
owned and I took the scary leap into selfemployment. I built a studio in our sheep
pasture and started painting full-time and
taking care of our land. We dug 4 more

ponds, created wetlands, planted hundreds
of trees, shrubs and wildflowers, built
more nest boxes and created more trails.
Throughout this restoration we recorded all
the things that interested us in journals and
on film.
In 1998, I illustrated the book Legend
of Sleeping Bear and became the illustrator
that I always wanted to be since I was 11
years old.
In 2000, we added another 10 acres to
our wildlife haven. It was on this piece
of land that a botanist discovered prairie
plants growing from long lost seeds still
in the soil. Since that discovery I have
been working to restore this prairie by
removing invasive species and adding more
and different prairie plants. It grows bigger
every year.

Native prarie rebounds and thrives on the
property under the careful stewardship of the van
Frankenhuyzen family.
Photos by Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen

And so is Bath, which made us realize
that if we did not protect our sanctuary, it
could become a subdivision after we are
gone. We wanted it protected for future
generations, but were unsure how to go
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5

about that. Then I read an article in our
local newspaper about a family in DeWitt
who put their land in a local conservancy. I
contacted the family and they gave me Paul
Kindel’s name.

On June 27, 2012 we became proud
landowners with a conservation easement
on our property. It is something we feel
very good about. All this had started with
my job for the Michigan Natural Magazine,
the young woman I fell in love with and
the animals I had to paint. We don’t
rehabilitate wildlife anymore, we are pretty
busy with our books and school programs.

Not to mention that our biggest helpers, our
daughters Heather and Kelly, grew up and
left Hazel Ridge. But now Robbyn is busy
with a lot more girls, her new passion, her
hives of honey bees.
Like Paul Kindel says, “Strong protection
of natural lands is important not only for
the well-being of the environment but for
society in general.” We could not agree
more.
Editors note:
You may contact Nick van Frankenhuyzen at:
robbyn@myfrontiermail.com.
He welcomes visits to his studio and farm.

Winter scene from the van Frankenhuyzen family property.
Painting by Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen
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Progress at the Bunker Natural Area

I

owner. As much of the
structural lumber as possible
was also recovered. Zero
Day, a local organization
run by veterans, did this
work and plans to reuse as
much as possible. Parish
Corporation of Lansing was
the supervising contractor for
the project. The house is now
completely gone from the
property, the site graded and
the revegetation process has
started.

In June of 2013, MMLC
received the donation
of a 130-acre tract of land
near Mason. Michigan. It is
our largest nature preserve
and plans are under way to
open it to the public. It is an
exciting development for the
Conservancy and will be a
significant asset to the general
community. The land has an
attractive mix of habitats and
terrain.
The property, as acquired
by the Conservancy, had a
large, partially-completed
house on it. Our first step
was to remove the house
and restore the house-site
to a natural condition. This
was accomplished this past
winter and spring. The house
materials were recovered
to the extent possible and
donated for reuse. Habitat
for Humanity took all of
the windows. The cedar
siding, most of which had
not yet been installed, was
repurchased by the company
that sold it to the previous

by Paul Kindel

In the foreground, native cup-plant
(Silphium perfoliatum) adds to the native
plant seedbank on MMLC’s newest land
acquisition, the Bunker Natural Area.
Photo by J. Kindel

The next major step is to
place a trail on the property.
Placement of the trail requires
knowledge of the location
of all important biologically
areas. Plant and animal
surveys of the property are
currently being conducted.
One of these surveys, a bird
survey, is described in this
newsletter
We plan to design the
trail this fall and to begin its
construction. Completion of
the trail and a parking area
will allow us to open the
property to the public.
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Birds at Bunker Natural Area
by Jim Hewitt

This summer 52 different species of birds were observed utilizing the diverse habitats of
the Bunker Natural Area, thanks to bird surveys conducted by local ornithologist Jim Hewitt.
Mr. Hewitt’s account of the survey and the species he found follow. -Editor

T

This past June I surveyed birds at the
Bunker Natural Area. The property has a
nice mix of habitats which include open
wetland with some shrub cover, open water,
wet deciduous forest, old field, as well as an
area of planted trees and another of planted
prairie. On June 10, 2014 I walked through
the 130-acre site for two and 1/2 hours and
counted 158 birds of 49 species.
On the morning of June 15 I established
five spots spread around the property to
incorporate the different habitats. At each
of these points I counted all birds observed
over the course of 10 minutes. This method
yielded 97 birds of 38 species. I like the
point counts because they focus both
the visual and auditory senses against a
running clock which can enhance detection.
Many of the birds during this exercise are
identified by their song.

....incorporating more grass might help these
[grassland] birds in their search for their
ever-diminishing suitable nesting sites.
include migrants using the preserve as a
stopping point on their way through.
In total I observed 52 species on these
two surveys, and with just two visits
some species were no doubt overlooked.
Grassland birds, e.g. Savannah Sparrow,
Eastern Meadowlark, Bobolink, were largely
absent. Managing the former agricultural
field on the east side of the property
continued on page 9

A survey conducted one month earlier....
would inlcude migrants using the preserve
as a stopping point on their way through.
By mid-June migrating birds that pass
through mid-Michigan on their way further
north have done so and those that breed,
nest, and raise their young in our area are
in some stage of that process. A survey
conducted one month earlier would probably
tally a higher number of species as it would

One more species to add to Bunker Natural Area”s
growing list of avian residents; a Great Egret rests on
a tree branch overlooking one of the property’s many
wetlands. Photo by Carrol Benner Kindel.
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continued from page 8

to incorporate more grass might help
these birds in their search for their everdiminishing suitable nesting sites.
The most numerous bird on the preserve
was the Red-winged Blackbird. Depending
on the weather, this gregarious migrant can
return to our area as early as late February
(males first, the females a week or two
later). By the middle of June most of them
have raised a brood of three or so young
and in some cases a second brood would be
underway.
Woodpeckers were well represented
with all five species known to breed in our
area (downy, hairy, red-bellied, flicker, and
pileated) found using the wooded habitats.
Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, and Wood
Duck were on the open water with swallows
(barn, tree, bank, and rough-winged) flying

Woodpeckers were well represented with all
five species known to breed in our area...
overhead. Both herons were present - the
green and the great blue, the latter with
an active nest high up in a dead ash. An
Orchard Oriole was nice to see but not
unexpected given the large open space with
scattered trees in the center of the property.
And it was good to hear a Ring-necked
Pheasant, a bird which has become rather
scarce due to habitat loss.
Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy has
protected an important sanctuary for birds
and wildlife in rural Ingham County, a
largely agricultural region. It has a varied
mix of habitat with relatively few invasive
species of plants, two attributes which
are not often found together. The 52 bird
species found here in two days in June could
quite easily be doubled if observations were
made over the course of a year.

Species Observed at Bunker Natural Area
Canada Goose
Wood Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Ring-necked Pheasant
Great Blue Heron
Green Heron
Red-tailed Hawk
Sandhill Crane
Killdeer
Mourning Dove
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Wood Pewee
Willow Flycatcher

Eastern Phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue Jay
American Crow
Tree Swallow
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow
Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren
Eastern Bluebird
American Robin
Gray Catbird
European Starling

Cedar Waxwing
Common Yellowthroat
Yellow Warbler
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
House Finch
American Goldfinch
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Supporting MMLC: Planning for the Future
by Seth Martin

E

ach
year, Mid-Michigan
Land
Conservancy (MMLC) protects more
and more acres of our natural heritage.
We are able to do this through private support
– support from people like you. Indeed, private
philanthropy represents a critical resource that
enables MMLC to operate. It is our hope
that you will remember the Mid-Michigan
Land Conservancy through current gifts as
well as commitments through your estate plans
that fulfill your philanthropic wishes. A wide
variety of gift planning strategies and charitable
estate planning techniques are available to
individuals who wish to include the conservancy
in their retirement, estate, and financial plans.

Charitable Bequests. 			

The vast majority of future gifts established for and
ultimately received by the Mid-Michigan Land
Conservancy are the result of charitable bequests
established in one’s will or personal trust. We offer
sample bequest language for your legal counsel’s
consideration in preparing your will or trust.

Gifts of Remaining Retirement Plan
To avoid double taxation, an
Assets.

efficient option for the disposition of retirement
plan assets is to direct them to the Mid-Michigan
Land Conservancy as a charitable bequest.
Since non-retirement items can be bequeathed
to your individual beneficiaries without
income tax consequences, it is often a sound
strategy to leave retirement assets to charity.

Charitable Life Income Plans.

Charitable remainder trusts, charitable gift
annuities and deferred gift annuities represent
creative developments in the evolution of
comprehensive estate planning. Their flexibility
enables you to provide a lifetime stream of income
for yourself and/or your beneficiaries, satisfy
philanthropic goals and avoid or reduce estate or
transfer and capital gains taxes. Through these
plans, you are able to designate how you want
the conservancy to use these funds once the life
income plan has terminated. Your designated
income recipient(s) receive income from these
assets for lifetime(s) or specific period of years that
you select. The conservancy is able to use these
funds only after your income interest expires.
Funding a life income plan with appreciated
long-term capital gain property enables you to
dispose of an investment and avoid substantial
capital gain taxes. You receive a charitable
deduction and provide a generous future gift.

Retained Life Estate.				

Though many people do not realize this, you can
give the conservancy your home, condominium,
farm or vacation property and continue to enjoy
its use for your lifetime. In return, you receive
a current charitable deduction, even though
you continue to live there while maintaining
its normal upkeep and paying the property
taxes and insurance. This functional planned
giving strategy is called a retained life estate.
continued on page 11
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Supporting MMLC: Planning for the Future
continued from page 10

New or Existing Whole-Life Insurance
Life insurance can play an
Policies.

important and significant role in charitable
gifting. The conservancy can be listed as
beneficiary, or new and existing policies can
be titled in the name of the Mid-Michigan
Land Conservancy as owner and beneficiary
so that your premium payments will qualify
for a charitable deduction in the year your
gift or gifts for the premium are received.

Contact Seth Martin, Board Member, for more
information on the criteria and guidelines for
establishing a future gift to MMLC. Seth can be
reached by email at marti981@msu.edu or contact
the MMLC office at 517-332-3091.

Donations given to
Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy

In celebration of Paul Kindel’s milestone birthday.

By Virginia Murhpy, Maureen and Paul Barton, Colleen and Mark Murphy,
Ann Durham and Nancy Mueller

Renewal of your Membership in MMLC for 2015
In November of each year I send a letter asking people to renew their membership in the Conservancy for
the next year. I will do so again this year. However, you may use the self-addressed letter enclosed in this
newsletter to renew your membership at this time. If you renew now and I receive your renewal in the early
part of November, I will not need to send you a letter in November requesting renewal for 2015. This will
save the Conservancy money. However, regardless of when and how you renew, you will, of course, receive
our 2015 Annual Report and any other communications we send about Conservancy activities in 2015.
-Paul Kindel
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Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy
P.O. Box 154

Board of Directors

Okemos, MI 48805-0154

Paul Kindel, President
Edward Schools, Vice-president
Stephen Buzby, Treasurer
Jody Simoes, Secretary
Eckhart Dersch
Carl Harmon
Seth Martin
Michael Rhodes
Ken Rosenman
Rob Zbiciak

Mid-Michigan Land Consercvancy,
a nonprofit Michigan corporation
For more information contact us:
E-MAIL: kindel@msu.edu
PHONE: (517) 332-3091
WRITE:
MMLC
P.O. Box 154
Okemos, MI 48805-0154
WEBSITE: midmilandcons.org

Get Involved!

We welcome your support! Join us in our efforts to protect mid-Michigan’s
unique open spaces, prime farmland, wildlife habitats and scenic lands.
Become a member. Volunteer.
Consider protecting your land with MMLC.
Contact us to learn more about your land protection options
and about opportunities to get involved.
You may also donate online using the secure PayPal™ system at our website:
www.midmilandcons.org

12

MMLC_October_20_2014.indd 12

10/20/2014 12:42:02 PM

